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VIKING

An Interview With
The Principal
By Claire Woo an@shley Craig

Do you want to know more about our new
principal and what she thinks? We did, and here’s what
we learned.

Mrs. Sharon Rose Lydon was born on July 14. She
has worked for St. Martin School for six years, but before
coming here, she was an English teacher at Oak Grove
High School. Her favorite color is royal and navy blue.

Mrs. Lydon lives in South San Jose. She has a
daughter named Casey, a son-in-law named Daryl, a
granddaughter named Alana, and three cats named
Mort, Talon, and Chloe. Her best friends are her sister
and a group of friends that call each other the “Ya Ya's”.

Her favorite wild animal is a tiger. Her favorite
season is Fall because it starts to cool down and the
colors on the leaves change. Another one of her favorite
seasons is Spring because that is when flowers start to
burst.

Mrs. Lydon’s hobbies are cooking for company,
playing bingo, and reading. She likes to eat papaya and
play Scrabble. Her favorite books are To Kill a
Mockingbird by Harper Lee, and The Prince of Tideby
Pat Conroy. She loves romantic and musical comedy
movies. Some of them are “The American President” and
“Sleepless in Seattle.” She is a big Giants fan and Sharks
fan. She likes whatever sport is in season. If she could
travel anywhere in the world, she would travel to
Alaska.

Mrs. Lydon’s favorite subjects are all subjects, but
history was the hardest for her. She says that she played
the violin, but she didn’t join band because back then,
they didn’t have band. Her favorite teacher was her fifth
grade teacher named Mrs. McManus. Mrs. Lydon liked
her a lot because she read Huckleberry Finnand Mrs.
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McManus made Mrs. Lydon love Mark
Twain.

She went to Ellis for Kindergarten, St.
Martin School for 1t through 8th grade, Holy
Cross High School, and San Jose State. When
she was in school, she joined the National
Honor Society, French Club, Glee Club,
Student Council, and was a School /Class
Officer. She is fluent in English and
understands a tiny bit of Spanish and French.

If she had one wish, it would be that
300 kids enrolled at St. Martin School. If she
had one million dollars, she would give
money to the parish and school, to people
with less, and save some up. Also, if she had

one superpower, she would be like Samantha,
the witch, in the television show “Bewitched.”

Mrs. Sharon Rose Lydon says that she
has a lot of ideas for our school. She would have
more 8" graders apply for Catholic high
schools, improve ITBS testing scores, and have
step-up-to-writing in Kindergarten through 8t
grade. She thinks that some ways we can
improve our school is to be involved,
participate, and imagine what you want and
then work to make it happen. Her favorite part
of being a principal is when the students come
and show her all their success, but the worst
part of being a principal is knowing that she
can’t please everyone.

What Are You Thankful For This Week?

By Ashley Craig, Claire Woo, and Madeline Aguirre

I am thankful for:
Pre-school

- my daddy (Elias)
- my sister, Kendra (Kassandra)

Junior Kindergarten

- my flowers in my garden (Alana)

- my mom and the letter “G” (Gabriel)
- flowers (Taylor)

- rainbows (Jocelyn)

- stickers (Michael)

- the letter “H” (Brandon)

- my buddy Isabella (Emily)

- my mom (Franco)

- my mommy (Kaitlyn)

Kindergarten

- my 100% on my math paper (Melia)

- going to Chuck E Cheese for fun (Mark)

- being first to finish my lap in PE
(Zackary)

1st grade

- the cupcakes on my birthday (Theia)
- candy (Christina)

- cupcakes (Jacob)

- my new house (Francesca)

2nd grade

- getting 100% on my spelling test (Reia)

- going to St. Martin School (Adrian)

- getting 100% on my spelling test. Also,
last night was my birthday (Kylie)

- getting 100% on my spelling test and
for helping Sophia pick up her crayons
(Ariana)

3rd grade

- getting 100% on my social studies test.
Also, my nine tickets in class (Serena)

- Mrs. Tyler, our substitute teacher
(Maricella)

- getting 100% on my five-a-day (Atul)

- my birthday (Sydney)
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Drawing Contest Winners Winners (continued)
By AshleyCraig and Claire Woo : oo gy = T

Winners of the drawing contest are:

Jasmine Tran (Gr. 4)
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What Does “SF” in SF Band
Stand For?

By Claire Woo, Kendra Gonzalez,
and Ashley Craig

Want to learn about how SF Band first
started and how it got its name? Well, Richard
Welker and Mike Speckman know the whole
story. Richard Welker is the owner of Bronstein
Music, and Mike Speckman is the Director of
Admissions for Saint Francis High School
whose job back then was Director of Activities.
Together, they started SF Band.

Richard Welker of Bronstein Music

Richard Welker, the owner of Bronstein
Music and a trumpet player, said that “SF
Band” stands for “Saint Francis Band.” Saint
Francis High School and Bronstein Music
started the band in 1983 or 1984, which is about
25 years ago.

Bronstein Music, an old music store, first
started in 1946. It has been making band
programs since the 1970s. When a school loses
its band program, they help to find music
teachers. They had been doing this for four to
tive years when Mike Speckman from Saint
Francis High School asked them for help to
start a band.

So, Bronstein Music helped Saint Francis
High School start a band. They also asked

feeder schools to Saint Francis High School who

would like a band program. They started with
St. Simon, St. Joseph, St. Williams, and St.
Nicholas; a year later, they added St. Cyprian
and St. Martin. Many band students from these
schools went on to play band at Saint Francis
High School.

Richard Welker says the band program
pays for itself. Parents pay for tuition, and the
music store pays for liability insurance and all
other expenses. So when our parents write out

the check, it’s paying the teacher for our
music lessons.

Here is some advice from him. Learn

: to play an instrument because it teaches you

: to listen and cooperate. You can make pretty

: music. It also works the left and right side of

: your brain so you learn math and problem

: solving skills. It makes your brain work

: better. Students score better on SAT tests. The
best part is that playing an instrument is fun!

Music also helps people do better in

: life. It teaches kids who are not in sports how
: to work on a team. They learn cooperation. In
i baseball, when a person drops the ball,

i everyone looks at that person. But when you

: play a wrong note, nobody knows who did it.
: The team looks bad if someone plays a wrong
: note.

Which instrument is the easiest to

: play? None of them is easy. It is work. You're
: never good enough. Richard Welker has been
: playing the trumpet for 45 years, and he can

i always do better. There is no limit to how

: good you can get. For example, he asked us

. what 2 + 2 is. We said 4. There is an answer.

: But in music, there is no straight answer. You
: can always get better. People also think they

: are playing a guitar when they play Guitar

i Hero. But they’re not playing a guitar.

i They’re playing a game. You need to keep
practicing an instrument to get better.

Lastly, you get to meet a lot of people.

Richard Welker worked his way through
i college as a trumpet player. He met his wife, a
: musician, in the San Francisco Symphony. He
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SF Band (continued)

played for President George Bush, the father,
who was in the audience. He also played for
President Ronald Reagan.

When Saint Francis High School kids
tirst started, there were 18 kids in the pep
band where half of them played the guitar.
Now, Saint Francis High School has a
respected band program!

Mike Speckman of Saint Francis High School

Mike Speckman is the Director of
Admissions for Saint Francis High School, a
Holy Cross school. His job back then when SF
Band started was Director of Activities.

SF Band started because all Holy Cross
schools had a band program. It did not matter
where in the world you went. If there was a
Holy Cross school, it had a great band!

But back in the 80s, although many kids
wanted to learn music, the grammar schools
here did not offer it. So, Saint Francis High
School saw this as an opportunity to help
teach more kids about music.

The people at Saint Francis High School
knew that students who are involved in music
programs do better in school because music
helps with total brain development. Music
helps kids develop both the left and right sides
of their brain during their developmental
years. They knew that kids love music but
often times don’t like to practice unless they’re
in a band. Saint Francis High School wanted to
be a part of helping kids learn and enjoy music
and do better in school. Learning music helps
kids get into a good college.

When Saint Francis High School started
their band, the most popular instrument was
the trumpet and the saxophone. Now, they
have added steel drums, which is very

: popular. Still, the trumpet and saxophone

: continue to be popular. And there are more

: than 80 kids in the Saint Francis High School
¢ band now!

So, while Mike Speckman is not

formally a part of SF Band anymore, he’s still a
: music lover who believes playing music is a
. lifetime activity. We believe it too!

Madeline’s Sports Corner
By Madeline Aguirre

Dear sports fans double-header weekend:
. October 23,2009

: This week’s sports news is about the Vikings

: Flag Football game between the St. Martin

: Vikings versus St. Simon’s 2nd team. Jimmy

i Aguirre and Nick Alva were captains. Tyler

i Rebelo kicked off. In this football game, Jimmy
: Aguirre scored one, Dempsey Salazar scored

¢ two, and Jonathan Caro scored one. Impressive
. defense was played by the entire defense,

. especially Max Fischler and Nick Alva. The

i Vikings won 28-15! Way to go!

: October 24, 2009

. Vikings won 19-12 over St. Simon’s 3t team.

: Dempsey Salazar led the offense with three

. touchdowns. Impressive defensive play by the
i entire defense, which was led by middle line

i backer Max Fischler, defensive end Nick Alva,
. and nose guard John Tomaka. Vikings end

i their season with four wins and four losses.
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Super Dogs at Starbucks®

By Claire Woo

Once there were two super dogs named
Patricia and Ellen. Patricia was a West
Highland Terrier, and Ellen was a Golden
Retriever. They were best friends.

One day, before Patricia and Ellen had to

go to work, they both woke up with headaches.
Patricia and Ellen were very tired because their
headaches had drained their super powers.
They looked terrible. Their eyes were droopy,
and they needed coffee quickly, but they knew
that they couldn’t take the day off and relax.
They couldn’t get a manicure, a massage, or a
coffee because their manager Rock was out of
town. They would have to wait.

They flew to McDonalds® where they

both worked. That's where the bad luck started.

First, Ellen had bad luck. She slipped on the
wet and slippery floor. Second, her manager,
Rock, told the assistant manager that Ellen had
to clean the men’s restroom while Patricia had
to clean the women’s restroom. The men’s
restroom smelled so much like old, wet stinky

socks that Ellen was about to cry. Finally, work

ended at midnight, and they were tired.

As they were flying to Starbucks,
Patricia then had bad luck. First, she fell on her
butt while she and Ellen were flying because
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she lost her concentration. Second, she flew
into a tall, gray pole that the city had just put
up and hit her head. Last, she got blown away
by the wind in a big storm and hit a big toy
factory. Patricia was just glad that the trip to
Starbucks wasn’t a long trip from McDonalds.

When they arrived at Starbucks, they
both bumped into the door because the glass
was so clear. They looked in and saw a long
line. Quickly they ran into Starbucks to get
into that line. Patricia and Ellen saw other
dogs walk off with coffee, but the line was so
long that they now had to go to the bathroom.
They knew that if they got out of line, they
would lose their spots, but they had no choice.
They had to use the tree. They both ran to the
big oak tree. Then they came back in and saw
that the line was even longer than before. This
time, they waited three more hours, but they
stayed in line.

Finally, when it was their turn, Patricia got an
iced coffee and Ellen got a hot coffee. By then,
it was 7:00 a.m. They were late for work. They
quickly took a sip of their coffee and were
cured. When they got there, their boss said
that they were late, but it was April Fool’s
Day. They were so busy that they guess they
didn’t realize it was April Fool’s Day. So their
boss was just joking about them being late. It
turned out that it was actually their day off
and they didn’t have to go to work after all. So
now they could get their massage, manicure,
and relax while drinking coffee.

Family Mass

Come visit us at the next Family Mass on:
Saturday, November 21, at 5:00 p.m.

If you go, you get to listen to the word of God
and pray. You also get to receive the Eucharist
and sing to God. You get to do all this with
your friends and family. We hope to see you
there!
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‘y= The Math Beagle

:%1/ By Claire Woo and Ashley Craig
@

How many math questions can you help

Johnny, the math beagle, answer? Write your
answer next to the question.

end.

Check your answers, which are at the

a. 0+1+=
b. 2+2=
c. 15-2=
d. 12-6=
e. 3x4=
f. 9x9=
g 12x2=
h. 11x5=
i 10x11=
jo 22x22=
k. 3251 x 368 =
. 64/8=
m. 56 /7=

n. 1368 / 456 =

o ! +!1 =

p. ! +" =

q- 7/24+8/12+5/8 =
r. 025+0.75=

s. 3.64-218=

t. 2x+14x +3x +15x =

Answers:

aal b4 c13 d6 e12 f£81
g.24 h.55 i.110 j. 484 k.1,196,368
.8 m8 n3 o1 p#
q-38/24 = 19/12 = 1and 7/12

r.1 s.1.46 t 34x

If you got: You're a:

At least 2 correct: Math Wizard

At least 10 correct: Math Champion
At least 17 correct: Math Olympian
All correct Top Dog

Who Solved The Riddle?

By Claire Woo and Ashley Craig

Congratulations to Ace Pontillas (Gr. 3),
Riley Linda (Gr. 5), and Christian Kim (Gr.
7), who correctly solved the riddle:

What coin has 118 ridges around its edge?

Answer: A dime.
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